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View of the Transantarctic Mountains to the northwest from the summit of Mt. Griffith (3095 m, lat 85°53'S, long 155°30°W). Most of the exposure in the foreground is plutonic
rock of the Ross orogen. The dark cliffs of Breyer Mesa in the background are topped by an exhumed part of the mid-Paleozoic Kukri peneplain, formed by erosion following
the Ross orogeny. On the skyline is the Rawson Plateau, containing late Paleozoic to Triassic sedimentary rocks of the Beacon Supergroup which overlie the unconformity.

Amundsen Glacier flows from left to right in the middle ground of the photo. Photo by Ed Stump.

The Ross Orogen of the Transantarctic Mountains
in Light of the Laurentia-Gondwana Split

Edmund Stump
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ABSTRACT

The recent hypothesis that the margins of the western United States

and Antarctica were conjugate prior to the breakout of Laurentia from
Gondwana is consistent with the record of events in the Late Protero-
zoic-early Paleozoic Ross orogen of the Transantarctic Mountains. Iso-
topic data indicate that basement to the Ross orogen is 2.0-1.7 Ga conti-
nental crust, temporarily matching basement in the southwestern United
States. The onset of activity in the Ross orogen was Late Proterozoic
basin development with widespread deposition of turbidites. Rifting
within this basin is indicated by bimodal volcanism dated at ~750 Ma,
coincident with volcanism in the basal Windermere Supergroup in North
America. Actual separation is presumed to have occurred shortly before
accumulation of Early Cambrian platform carbonates on the margins of
both continents. Subsequent to this, the histories of the two margins
evolved independently. Limited data indicate that plutonism had begun
in the Ross orogen by ~550 Ma. By the Middle Cambrian an association
of carbonates and bimodal volcanics was accumulating outboard of the
Early Cambrian carbonate platform. Deformation, metamorphism, and
voluminous plutonism culminated during the Late Cambrian with cool-
ing ages ~500 Ma. This activity, recorded throughout widespread parts of
Gondwana, occurred while the western margin of Laurentia remained
passive.

INTRODUCTION

Marking the boundary between
East and West Antarctica, the Trans-
antarctic Mountains are a major intra-
cratonic chain that extends for 3500 km
across Antarctica, reaching heights
>4000 m (Fig. 1). The interior or plateau
flank of the Transantarctic Mountains
dams the East Antarctic Ice Sheet; the
front of the range rises with spectacu-
lar escarpments from the Ross and
Weddell embayments and the inter-
vening West Antarctic Ice Sheet. The
present-day mountains have under-
gone episodic uplift since the Early
Cretaceous (Stump and Fitzgerald,
1992) and have been modeled as a
major rift shoulder structure (Fitzger-
ald et al., 1986; Stern and ten Brink,
1989). The unifying geological feature
of the mountains is a middle Paleozoic
erosion surface (Kukri peneplain) that
separates gently tilted, Devonian to
Triassic sedimentary rocks (Beacon
Supergroup) and Jurassic continental
tholeiites (Ferrar Group) from a Prot-
erozoic to early Paleozoic orogenic belt
(Ross orogen) (see photograph). The
recent hypothesis (SWEAT) by Moores
(1991), amplified by Dalziel (1991)

and Hoffman (1991), that the western
United States was contiguous with Ant-
arctica during the Proterozoic, with sub-
sequent rifting and continental drift,
provides a powerful framework for
interpretation of the geological history
of the Ross orogen of the Transant-
arctic Mountains.

On a local scale, mapping in these
mountains is similar to the Basin and
Range, in that very good outcrops are
separated by expanses of cover (ice or
alluvium). On a continental scale, how-
ever, the breadth of the Transantarctic
Mountains is narrow (300-0 km) com-
pared to the Cordillera, so the spatial
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record of the Ross orogen is incomplete,
and the continuity of certain tectono-
stratigraphic sequences along the moun-
tains is not observable. Nevertheless,
the present-day Transantarctic Moun-
tains appear to follow closely the axis
of the Ross orogen, with younger ac-
creted and/or displaced blocks compos-
ing West Antarctica, and Proterozoic
and Archean cratonic rocks making

up the outcrops around the perimeter
of East Antarctica, and presumably the
crust beneath the East Antarctic Ice Sheet.

A long-standing view of the Ross
orogen is that it developed along a pas-
sive continental margin that was affected
by two orogenic episodes (e.g., Elliot,
1975)—the first in the Late Proterozoic
(Beardmore orogeny), and the latter in
Cambrian-Ordovician time (Ross orog-
eny). How the passive margin origi-
nated was not directly considered.
Moreover, interpretations of the tim-
ing and extent of the Beardmore orog-
eny have undergone repeated revi-
sions, and the true nature of this
event is still uncertain.

GEOLOGIC HISTORY

Sm-Nd model ages from granitic
rocks in northern Victoria Land and
the central Transantarctic Mountains
suggest that continental crust of Early
Proterozoic age (2.0-1.7 Ga) underlies
most of the mountain range (Borg
et al., 1990; Borg and DePaolo, 1991).
The same technique indicates that
much of the Cordillera in the south-
western United States is underlain
by rocks of similar age (Bennett and
DePaolo, 1987). A Proterozoic super-
continent with these two areas matched
is supported by these data. Direct links
of age provinces may be difficult, how-
ever, for as Borg and DePaolo (1991)
point out, fragments may have been
displaced obliquely along the margins
during the breakup.

The one place in the Transantarc-
tic Mountains where Early Proterozoic
age rocks are known in outcrop is in
the Miller and Geologists ranges, where
a varied suite of multiply deformed,
high-grade metamorphic rocks (Nim-
rod Group) is dominated by quart-
zofeldspathic schists and gneisses, but
includes amphibolites, marbles, calc-
schists, and quartzites. The rocks carry
a pervasive shear fabric through much
of their outcrop (Goodge et al., 1991).
A Pb-Pb zircon age on the Aurora
orthogneiss indicates magma genera-
tion within part of the Nimrod Group
at ~1.7 Ga (Goodge et al., 1991). It is
possible that metamorphic rocks with
similar lithologies (Koettlitz and Skel-
ton groups) cropping out throughout
southern Victoria Land are correlative
with the Nimrod Group. In various
studies the Koettlitz and Skelton
groups have been considered to be
higher grade equivalents of Late Prot-
erozoic pelites and Cambrian carbon-
ates exposed to the south of Byrd
Glacier (e.g., Grindley, 1981; Laird,
1981), although no fossils have been
found in the carbonates to substantiate
this. Recently, Rowell et al. (1991)
demonstrated that the Skelton Group
underwent multiple deformation dur-
ing the Proterozoic. This precludes a
Cambrian age and suggests correlation
with Nimrod Group, but early Beard-
more sedimentation (see below) is
another possibility for the metasedi-
mentary rocks in southern Victoria Land.

The initial sedimentation in the
Ross orogen occurred in a deep-water
basin parallel to the Transantarctic
Mountains, in which quartzose tur-
bidites of the Beardmore Group were
deposited from the Pensacola Moun-
tains (Patuxent Formation) through

the Queen Maud Mountains (La Gorce
Formation) to at least the central
Transantarctic Mountains (Goldie For-
mation) (Schmidt et al., 1965; Smit
and Stump, 1986: Gunn and Walcott,
1962). These rocks are lacking in rock
fragments and have a lithology char-
acteristic of a metamorphic-plutonic
source. Conformably underlying the
Goldie Formation in the Cobham
Range, just outboard of the Miller and
Geologists ranges, is the Cobham For-
mation, containing carbonates, quart-
zites, and pelites indicative of a shal-
low-water, marginal facies of the basin
(Laird et al., 1971). Whether these rocks
have exposed correlatives in southern
Victoria Land, as mentionied above, or
in northern Victoria Land, as discussed
below, is uncertain. Of note, a diamic-
tite of possible glaciogenic origin has
been found within the Goldie Forma-
tion on Cotton Plateau in close prox-
imity to marine volcanics (Stump

et al., 1988).

That rifting occurred during for-
mation of the Beardmore basin is sug-
gested by bimodal volcanism in the
Patuxent Formation (Storey et al., 1991),
basalts in the Goldie Formation in the
Ramsey Glacier area (Wade and Cathey,
1986), and bimodal volcanism in the
Goldie Formation at Cotton Plateau
(Stump et al., 1991). The basalts in the
Goldie Formation are intruded by gab-
bro, both of which have Sm/Nd ratios
and initial &, values indicative of gen-
eration in an oceanic setting (Borg et
al., 1990). The basalts of the Patuxent
Formation have continental affinities
(Frischbutter and Vogler, 1985; Storey
et al. 1991).

The best isotopic estimate of the
age of the Beardmore Group is from
a Sm-Nd mineral isochron on the
gabbro within the Goldie Formation
with a date of 762 +24 Ma (Borg et al.,,
1990), indicating that sedimentation
had begun by that time and suggesting
that most if not all of the deposition
occurred in the Late Proterozoic. On
the basis of isotopic data from meta-
sedimentary rock, Boig et al. (1990)
suggested, pre-SWEAT, that the Beard-

more basin was two sided, with a 1.7
Ga continental source for part of the
Goldie Formation on the outboard
(Ross Sea) side.

In western North America, two
major sequences of noncrystalline,
Proterozoic rocks occur within the
Cordillera. Both are postulated to have
been deposited in association with rift-
ing events. The earlier suite, exempli-
fied by the Belt and Purcell supergroups, is
Middle Proterozoic and has no appar-
ent counterparts in Antarctica.

The younger suite is represented by
sequences at several widely separated
localities in the United States, from
Death Valley to Idaho, and by the rela-
tively continuous belt of Windermere
Supergroup in Canada and northeastern
Washington. The sequences in the
western United States appear to have
been deposited in local basins or a shelf
environment (Stewart, 1972), and in
general apparently are lacking in tur-
bidites, which are characteristic of all
but the westernmost deposits in Antarc-
tica. This may, however, simply reflect
what parts of the rift basin are preserved
on the respective continents. Presum-
ably the basin deepened outboard of
the deposits now seen in the western
United States. An association of vol-
canics and diamictites, characteristic of
the lower parts of the sequences in the
western United States (Crittenden et al.,
1971; Miller, 1985) finds its counterpart
in the Goldie Formation of the Trans-
antarctic Mountains.

Based on Sm-Nd and Rb-5r dating
of volcanics near the base of the Win-
dermere Supergroup in northeastern
Washington (Devlin et al., 1988), a
recent estimate on the initiation of
rifting on the North American side
is about 750 +30 Ma, coincident with
the date on gabbro from Cotton Plateau.
Magmatic rocks of this same age are
found at several other localities farther
to the north in the Canadian Cordil-
lera (Roots and Parrish, 1988; Jefferson
and Parrish, 1989).

The notion of a Late Proterozoic
Beardmore orogeny in the Transantarc-
tic Mountains was proposed by Grind-
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Figure 1. Location map for Antarctica. Shading indicates Transantarctic Mountains. Orientation
of the continent with 150°E at the top was chosen for compatibility with maps in Figure 2.
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ley and McDougall (1969). Evidence
for deformation was angular unconform-
ities with Lower Cambrian Shackleton
Limestone overlying folded Goldie For-
mation in the Nimrod Glacier area
(Laird et al., 1971) and Middle Cam-
brian Nelson Limestone over Patuxent
Formation in the Pensacola Mountains
(Schmidt et al., 1965). The age for this
event was suggested as 680 to 620 Ma
(Grindley and McDougall, 1969), on
the basis of several isotopic determina-
tions from silicic porphyries (Wyatt
Formation and Thiel Mountains por-
phyry) in the Queen Maud and Thiel
mountains (Ford, 1964; Faure et al.,
1968) that had no known field rela-
tions to either the Beardmore Group
or the Cambrian limestones. Subse-
quently, the Wyatt Formation was
observed to intrude folded Beardmore
Group rock (Stump et al., 1986), sedi-
mentary rocks interbedded with the
Thiel Mountains porphyry were found
to contain fossils (Storey and Macdon-
ald, 1987), and the age of the Thiel
Mountains porphyry was revised to
~500 Ma (Pankhurst et al., 1988).
Rowell et al. (1992) have pointed out
that deformation of the Patuxent For-
mation is constrained only to have
been pre-Nelson Limestone, and they
have suggested that the folding in the
Pensacola Mountains included a phase
that was Early to Middle Cambrian.
Several angular contacts between
Shackleton Limestone and underlying
Goldie Formation were mapped in the
- Nimrod Glacier area as unconformities
by Laird et al. (1971). In each of the
localities where they have visited
them, Rowell et al. (1986) have inter-
preted these contacts as tectonic. At a
critical locality on the northwest flank
of Cotton Plateau, the trough and east-
ern limb of a syncline of Shackleton
Limestone overlies truncated Goldie
Formation (Laird et al., 1971). The
contact along the near-vertical limb
was highly sheared, probably accompa-
nying the folding. In the trough of the
syncline, Shackleton Limestone is flat-
lying and truncates recumbent folds in
Goldie Formation. A yellow clay-rich
zone marks the contact. The basal beds
of Shackleton Limestone (micaceous
sandstone) are not sheared, nor do they
show other evidence of movement par-
allel to the contact with Goldie Forma-
tion. Stump et al. (1991) concurred
with Laird et al. (1971) that the contact
is an angular unconformity, but in
light of accumulating evidence, rein-
terpretation as a thrust fault might be
warranted. Accepting that all contacts
of Shackleton Limestone and Goldie
Formation are tectonic still does not
preclude the possibility of folding of
the Goldie Formation prior to deposi-
tion of Shackleton Limestone, but also
the Goldie folding may have followed
Shackleton deposition with subsequent
juxtaposing of the two formations.
The Cotton Plateau locality is
unique in that only there have two
episodes of deformation been demon-
strated in Goldie Formation rocks
(Stump et al., 1991). Elsewhere only
one generation of folding has been
reported for the Goldie (Gunn and
Walcott, 1962; Grindley, 1963; Laird,
1963), throughout and adjacent to a
broad area of infolded Shackleton
Limestone, whose deformation is, by
definition, Ross orogeny. The earlier
folding of Goldie Formation at Cotton
Plateau may be the same generation as
is seen elsewhere in the Goldie, and
the younger deformation (primarily
cleavage and mesofolds) may be a local
feature related to the shearing in the
eastern limb of the Shackleton syncline.
As can be seen, the concept of the
Beardmore orogeny as a Late Protero-
zoic episode, distinct from the Cam-
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Congressional
Science Fellowship
1992-1993

T he Geological Society of America is accepting
applications for the 1992-1993 Congressional
Science Fellowship. The Fellow selected will spend
a year (September 1992-August 1993) in the office
of an individual member of Congress or a congres-
sional committee. The program provides an oppor-
tunity to gain a better understanding of science
and technology issues facing Congress and to
advise on a wide range of scientific issues as they
pertain to public policy questions. The American
Association for the Advancement of Science con-
ducts an orientation program and assists the Fellow
seeking a congressional staff position in which he
or she can work on major legislative issues.

Criteria

The program is open to highly qualified earth
scientists in early or mid-career. Candidates should
have exceptional competence in some area of the
earth sciences, cognizance of a broad range of
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matters outside the Fellow’s particular area, and a
strong interest in working on a range of public pol-
icy problems.
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Award .

The GSA Congressional Science Fellowship car-
ries with it a $38,000 stipend, and limited health
insurance, relocation, and travel allowances. The
fellowship is funded by GSA and by a grant from
the U.S. Geological Survey. (Employees of the
USGS are ineligible to apply for this fellowship.)

To Apply

Procedures for application and detailed
requirements are available in the geology depart-
ments of most colleges and universities in the
United States or upon request from: Executive
Director, Geological Society of America, P.O. Box
9140, Bouider, CO 80301.
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DEADLINE FOR RECEIPT OF ALL APPLICATION MATERIALS IS FEBRUARY 15, 1992

brian-Ordovician Ross orogeny, has
become blurred. As one focuses on the
separation of Gondwana and Lauren-
tia, the uncertainty of the absolute age
of the Cambrian-Precambrian bound-
ary and the duration of the Cambrian
period loom as other obstacles to under-
standing the sequence of events sur-
rounding the breakup. Regardless of
the details, however, it is apparent that
once drift had begun, the North Amer-
:can margin remained passive while
the Antarctic margin and a consider-
able part of the rest of the Gondwana
supercontinent underwent intense
orogenic activity.

On the basis of tectonic subsidence
curves from all continents except Ant-
arctica, Bond et al. (1984) estimated
the global breakup of a supercontinent
between 625 Ma and 555 Ma, with an
estimate of 577.5 +22.5 Ma for the
western United States. The Harland
et al. (1982) time scale was used to do
projections, with an age of 590 Ma for
the Precambrian-Cambrian boundary.
On the basis of interpretations of strati-
graphic sequences in the Adelaide fold
belt, von der Borch (1980) postulated
that breakup occurred in southeastern
Australia at about the Precambrian-
Cambrian boundary.

In the Early Cambrian, carbonates
began to accumulate along the plat-
form margins of both western North
America and Antarctica, by which time
presumably drift had begun. Except for
similar, initial sedimentation, the newly
formed continental margins evolved
with distinct and independent histo-
ries. In the central Transantarctic
Mountains, the Shackleton Limestone
was deposited during a short interval
between middle and late Early Cam-
brian (Atdabanian to Botomian),
(Debrenne and Kruse, 1986; Rowell
et al., 1988; Rowell and Rees, 1989;
Rees et al., 1989). The only other
known, in situ Early Cambrian lime-
stones in the Transantarctic Mountains
are found in the Argentina Range to
the northeast of the Pensacola Moun-

tains (Rowell et al., 1992). One may
postulate continuity of an Early Cam-
brian carbonate shelf spanning these
localities, since the 1200 km distance
between them is covered by rocks of
the Beacon Supergroup and by ice.

A continuation of Shackleton Lime-
stone to outcrops north of Byrd Glacier,
however, would appear not to be justi-
fied. Some marbles do exist in the Koett-
litz and Skelton groups of southern Vic-
toria Land (Findlay et al., 1984), but
they are not nearly as extensive as the
Shackleton Limestone and are interbed-
ded with clastic metasedimentary rock,
arguing for their correlation with parts
of the Nimrod Group or lower Beard-
more Group.-Furthermore, deformed
Skelton Group is intruded by granite
with a crystallization age of 500 +4 Ma
(Rowell et al., 1991). Several authors
(Grindley and Laird, 1969; Grindley,
1981; Borg et al., 1989) have suggested
that the marked geologic discontinuity
that occurs across Byrd Glacier, with
metamorphosed Skelton Group exten-
sively intruded by plutonic rocks to the
north and folded, low-grade to unmeta-
morphosed Shackleton Limestone to
the south, is the result of right-lateral,
strike-slip displacement. However, this
may also reflect angular irregularities
in the original continental margin that
occurred during the breakup. No plat-
form carbonates resembling Shackleton
Limestone occur in northern Victoria
Land.

Outboard of the Early Cambrian
platform deposits are carbonates of
Middle Cambrian age, including parts
of the Liv Group of the Queen Maud
Mountains (Stump, 1982) and the Nel-
son Limestone of the Pensacola Moun-
tains (Schmidt et al., 1965). Both the
Nelson Limestone and the Leverett
Formation of the Liv Group are dated,
from trilobites, as Middle Cambrian
(Palmer and Gatehouse, 1972). In addi-
tion to its carbonates, the Liv Group
also contains appreciable coarse-grained
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The Association
for Women
Geoscientists
Offers Funds
To Finish Theses

The Association for Women Geosci-
entists will award three Chrysalis
Scholarships on March 31, 1992. The
$500 awards will be given to geo-
science Masters or Ph.D. candidates
to cover expenses associated with
finishing their theses. The Chrysalis
Scholarship is for candidates who
have returned to school after an
interruption in their education of a
year or longer. The support can be
used for typing or drafting expenses,
child care, or anything necessary to
allow a degree candidate to finish
her thesis and enter a geoscience
profession.

Applications should be made by
February 28, 1992. The applicant
should write a letter stating her back-
ground, career goals and objectives,
how she will use the money, and an
explanation of the length and nature
of the interruption in her education.
The applicant should also submit two
letters of reference. The first, from
her thesis advisor, should include
when the candidate will finish her
degree, what requirements are as yet
unfinished, and a statement of the
candidate’s prospect for future con-
tributions to the geosciences.

For information on obtaining an
application or for additional informa-
tion, please contact: Chrysalis Schol-
arship, Association for Women Geo-
scientists Foundation, Macalester
College Geology Dept., 1600 Grand
Ave., St. Paul, MN 55105-1899.

GSA TODAY, February 1992

27




Ross Orogen continued from p. 27

arenites, but the predominant lithol-
ogy is a bimodal suite of volcanics with
voluminous rhyolites and lesser basalts
(Stump, 1985). This volcanic activity
may represent lingering extensional
effects of the breakup located in outer
parts of the Antarctic continental mar-
gin (Dalziel, 1991).

Northern Victoria Land is com-
posed principally of three terranes,
of which the eastern two (Bowers and
Robertson Bay) are allochthonous and
were emplaced after or during the late
stages of the Ross orogeny (e.g., Brad-
shaw et al., 1985; Gibson and Wright,
1985; Kleinschmidt and Tessensohn,
1987). The western, autochthonous
Wilson terrane is underlain by schists
and gneisses (Wilson and Lanterman
metamorphics, Priestley Schist) whose
protoliths were mainly graywacke and
shale, with some calcareous parts. For
the most part, these rocks were multi-
ply deformed and metamorphosed
during one prograde metamorphic
episode to amphibolite facies (Klein-
schmidt and Skinner, 1981). The major-
ity of the K-Ar and Rb-Sr mineral dates
from the Wilson terrane are between
500 and 470 Ma, typical of cooling fol-
lowing the Ross orogeny (Kreuzer et
al., 1987). Limited Rb-Sr, whole-rock
isochron dates indicate that metamor-
phism may have begun in places as
early as 550 Ma (Adams and Horndorf,
1991). A preliminary report of organic
fragments from the Priestiey Forma-
tion indicates a post-Precambrian age
(Lombardo et al., 1989). The metasedi-
mentary rock of the Wilson terrane

may be Proterozoic, Early Cambrian,
or both, and may straddle or postdate
the continental breakup. In South Aus-
tralia, by comparison, Late Proterozoic
Adelaidean shelf sedimentary strata are
followed by turbidites of the Early Cam-
brian Kanmantoo Group (von der Borch,
1980). Apparently, the depositional
setting in northern Victoria Land fol-
lowing the breakup was quite different
from that recorded throughout the rest
of the Transantarctic Mountains.

The passive or extensional conti-
nental margin changed to one of sub-
duction with resultant compressive
deformation, metamorphism, and
magmatism of the Ross orogeny. The
simplistic view of a Cambrian-Ordovi-
cian episode that began with folding
of Early and Middle Cambrian sedi-
mentary rocks and ended with cooling
of metamorphic and plutonic rocks
around 510-470 Ma has been expanded
by ongoing research to recognize mul-
tiple tectonic events, manifested either
locally or throughout the Transantarc-
tic Mountains.

The onset of activity is difficult to
place. Age determinations on several
plutonic rocks from northern and
southern Victoria Land are older than
most throughout the Ross orogen. These
include the Sturgeon Island granodio-
rite (599 +21 Ma; Rb-Sr, whole-rock
isochron; Vetter et al., 1984), deformed,
plutonic rocks of the Wilson terrane
(544 +4 Ma, U-Pb, zircon; Black and
Sheraton, 1990), the Carylon granodi-
orite (568 £10 Ma; Rb-Sr, whole-rock
isochron; Felder and Faure, 1980), and
a granite intruding the Skelton Group
(550 +4 Ma; U-Pb, zircon; Rowell et al.,

1991). Whether one uses the Harland
et al. (1990) time scale, with the Pre-
cambrian boundary at 570 Ma, or that
of Odin et al. (1983), with the bound-
ary at 530 Ma, it would appear that
plutonic activity had begun in parts
of the orogen before deposition of
Early Cambrian Shackleton Limestone.
Deformation took various forms
throughout the Transantarctic Moun-
tains. A major shear zone in the Prot-
erozoic Nimrod Group of the Miller and
Geologists ranges has long been recog-
nized; thrusting is thought to have
occurred during the Early to Middle
Proterozoic formation of the metamor-
phic rocks (Grindley, 1972). Goodge et
al. (1991) demonstrated a considerably
oblique component to the movement
with a left-lateral sense relative to the
axis of the Transantarctic Mountains.
Stump et al. (1991) suggested that this
shearing was coincident with the older
deformation (Beardmore orogeny) of
the Goldie Formation at Cotton Plateau.
Most recently, Walker and Goodge
(1991) have presented U-Pb age data,
on zircons from plutons bearing the
shear fabric, that indicate magmatic
crystallization at 540 to 534 Ma. These
new data push the shear zone develop-
ment in the Miller Range into the frame-
work of the early Ross orogeny, and out
of the range of the traditional Beard-
more orogeny or older events. Again,
how this movement is interpreted with
respect to the deposition of the Early
and Middle Cambrian limestones of the
Transantarctic Mountains depends on
the time scale used. On the basis of iso-
topic data, Borg et al. (1990) have pos-
tulated a major lower crustal boundary
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and suture zone along Marsh Glacier,
between the Miller Range and Cotton
Plateau. It is possible that this juxtaposi-
tioning was early-Ross rather than Beard-
more or earlier, as previously thought.

In the Nimrod Glacier area Shack-
leton Limestone is tightly folded.
Overlying an erosion surface on Shack-
leton Limestone is the Douglas Con-
glomerate, which contains clasts of
folded Shackleton Limestone, but no
fossils to help determine its age (Rees
et al., 1987). The Douglas itself has
been deformed at least twice prior to
deposition of the Beacon Supergroup.
The composition of the Douglas (Pant-
taja and Rees, 1991), the multiple,
nonmetamorphic deformations of the
Shackleton and Douglas, the apparent
simplicity of deformation in the lower
lying Goldie Formation, the tectonic
character of most, if not all, of the
observed contacts between the Goldie
and the Shackleton, and the geometry
and style of folding suggest a foreland
fold and thrust belt.

Thrust faulting has been identified
at two places in the central Transantarc-
tic Mountains. In the Duncan Moun-
tains, Duncan Formation is thrust over
Fairweather Formation (Liv Group)
(Stump, 1981). Traditionally, Duncan
Formation has been correlated with
Beardmore Group (Stump, 1982), but
it could represent a Cambrian slope
sequence deposited outboard of the
belt of volcanics and carbonates of Liv
Group, and later thrust upon it. At the
head of Scott Glacier, La Gorce Forma-
tion (Beardmore Group) is thrust over
Wyatt Formation (Stump et al., 1986).
Wyatt Formation is undoubtably cor-
relative with the Thiel Mountains por-
phyry, which recently has been dated
at 493 +24 Ma (Pankhurst et al., 1988);
thus, this fault occurred late in the
sequence of events that are encom-
passed by the Ross orogeny. In the
central Scott Glacier area, a right-lat-
eral, strike-slip fault has juxtaposed
La Gorce and Wyatt formation rocks
(Stump and Fitzgerald, 1988).

In the Pensacola Mountains, Mid-
dle Cambrian Nelson Limestone and
overlying silicic volcanics (Gambacorta
Formation) were folded into open
structures during the traditional Ross
event (Schmidt et al., 1978). Con-
strained as only pre-Middle Cambrian
by the unconformity beneath Nelson
Limestone, the folding of Patuxent
Formation could be an Early Cambrian
rather than a Late Proterozoic event,
as suggested by Rowell et al. (1992).

Regardless of the structural varia-
tions along the Transantarctic Moun-
tains, a tremendous pulse of magma-
tism ended the Ross orogeny (e.g.,
Borg et al., 1987); K-Ar and Rb-Sr dates
are largely between 510 and 470 Ma
(Stuiver and Braziunas, 1985). As re-
search in these mountains continues,
it may be useful to subdivide the Ross
orogeny, as has been done for orogenic
episodes in the Cordilleran, for it has
become increasingly apparent that its
evolution was complex and varied in
both space and time. The history of
the Ross orogen spans the breakout of
Laurentia from Gondwana, the period
of greatest complexity having occurred
after the split as the newly formed mar-
gin rearranged itself. If the magmatic
activity at about 750 Ma in both the
Transantarctic Mountains and western
North America signals the onset of rift-
ing, then the rift to drift transition
took perhaps as much as 200 m.y.

PANNOTIOS TECTONISM

The Ross orogeny of the Trans-
antarctic Mountains is the Delamerian
orogeny of Australia (Rutland et al.,
1981). It is the Pan-African of Africa
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(Kennedy, 1964) and the Brasiliano-of
South America (Cordani et al., 1973).
It is an episode of continental crustal
consolidation as great as any in Earth
history. Besides the development of
interconnected zones of high mobility,
large parts of the cratonic nuclei were
thermally reactivated. Throughout a
large sector of coastal East Antarctica
(long 0° to 110°E), the K-Ar dates on
Archean and Early Proterozoic cratonic
rocks are +500 Ma (Craddock, 1972).
Mobile belts in South America and
Africa had begun orogenic activity in
the Proterozoic, at least as far back as
650 Ma (Cordani et al., 1973; Kroner
et al., 1978). Compressive tectonics
had begun in parts of Gondwana prior
to the breakout of Laurentia and con-
tinued afterwards.

The culmination of activity prior to
cooling ~500 Ma occurred as all the cra-
tonic nuclei of Gondwana sutured to-
gether, producing the supercontinent,
perhaps in a scenario similar to that
proposed by Hoffman (1991), but includ-
ing subduction and orogenic activity
along the Pacific margin of Australia,
Antarctica, and at least southern South
America. Lacking an alternative, I pro-
posed “Pannotios” (Greek: pan = all,
notios = southern) as a unifying term
to designate the cycle of tectonic activ-
ity common to the Gondwana conti-
nents that resulted in the formation
of the supercontinent (Stump, 1987).
Southern Hemisphere geologists have
long recognized the common heritage
shared by the southern continents (du
Toit, 1937), but the SWEAT hypothesis
expands our view to the global inter-
connectedness of events during the
Late Proterozoic—early Paleozoic.
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